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“‘soggy’’ by contact with suppurating surfaces, as 
does cotton, and one that overcomes the irritat- 
ing and non-absorbent properties of wool. _ 


Doctor, we can suppty you. 


To the preparation we have given the name 


from the Greek word oulos (wool) and the Arabic 
word kutun (cotton). 

Oulo-Kutun is soft, elastic, non-irritating and 
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Mouth Breathing. 


By F. CORNWALL, M. D., San Francisco. 


Considerable has been written on this subject in the last 
decade but it is of so great importance to the profession that 
still more may profitably be written. Nasal pathology and 
surgery have made such great advances, as have also methods 
of examination, that that which was thought difficult or ex- 
traordinary a few years ago is now commonplace. 

Hypertrophy of the pharyngeal or third tonsil: 

Mouth breathing is thought, by most physicians who have 
not been trained to make examinations of the pharyngeal 
vault, to be caused by hypertrophy of the faucial tonsils, and 
when these glands have been removed and the mouth breath- 
ing still exists they are wont to consider it a habit, and en- 
deavor to break the patient of it insome way. As a fact hy- 
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pertrophied tonsils, without they be very large, do not pro- 
duce mouth breathing; and on the other hand, when the 
faucial tonsils are enlarged, the same process is likely to have 
taken place in the pharyngeal tonsil. I wish to impress up- 
on the reader that surgeons or ordinary practitioners who 
are 1n the habit of abscising tonsils are not aware that the | 
ereater trouble is in the vault in almost every case; and that 
they are not trained or prepared with instraments or appar- 
atus to destroy these adenoid growths of the vault. This every 
specialist is made aware of, by the frequency with which these 
cases are presented to him with tonsils rbscised, and the vault 
full of vegetations. There are cases of difficult nasal respi- 
ration caused by hypertrophied turbinates, but the symptoms 
are far different from those caused by growths in the vault. 
This will be treated of farther on. 
It would probably be best before this subject j is further dis- 
cussed to give a sketch of the anatomy of this gland and the 
part in which it is situated. The vault of the pharynx is 
that part of the throat above the soft palate and back of the 
nostrils. The Eustachian tubes enter this cavity at its sides, 
and at its back part are a number of glands which are so 
closely situated as to form a mass called the third or pharyn- 
-gealtonsil from its resemblance to the faucial tonsil. It has 
also been called Luschka’s tonsil from the name of the man 
who first described it. Inits natural state, although varying 
much, it is about one fourth of aninch thick and spreads over 
the roof and posterior wall of the vault. The function of this 
organ is undoubtedly to lubricate the lower pharynx to fac- 
ilitate the passage of the bolus of food during deglutition. 
This gland is subject to acute and chronic inflammations and 
ulcerations which occur during scarlatina and diphtheria, but 
the part which interests us in this’ discussion relates to 
the hypertrophic changes to which it is liable, and from which 
such dire results proceed. ‘Some authors speak of this con- 
dition as adenoid vegetations of the vault. It is peculiar to 
childhood and it is difficult to tell to what kind of constitu- 
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tion it belongs. It occurs in most diverse temperaments and 
circumstances. It would appear however to be caused by 
enfeeblement of the trophic powers and might come under 
the head of some of the manifold states denominated scrofula. 
The vault in the child is very small,and does not require an > 
excessive growth to fillit. After puberty the vault enlarges 
greatly which relieves the patient of the most distressing 
symptoms. This has led many to think atrophy takes place after 
child life, but not more so than with hypertrophied tonsils of 
the fauces. The exciting cause is very commonly an attack | 
of searlatina or diphtheria—conditions in which there has 
been great congestion, and in which the plastic powers of 
the organism are likely to. be greatly deranged. . 

Symptoms—One of the prominent symptoms of hypertrophy 
of the pharyngeal tonsil is the subject of this paper, ‘mouth 
breathing’. This is most noticeable while sleeping. The 
patient sometimes snores, (although this may be attributable 
to the large faucial tonsils,) and is apt to be restless and 
subject to distressing dreams. When attention is directed 
to the mouth breathing while the patient is conscious, he will 
close the mouth and it will be noticed that nasal respiration 
is complete. From closer observation it will be ascertained 
that it is not the inability to perform nasal respiration, but 
that it requires a voluntary effort to carry the soft parts of 
the palate from the growth and this cannot be accomplished 
if the patient be asleep or unconscious. From hypertroph- 
ied turbinates it differs in that if they are enlarged the res- 
piration cannot be improved by voluntary effort. 

Another symptom is post-nasal catarrh, the discharge of 
which is from this gland. In those quite young the secretion 
will occlude the nasal passages or be swallowed, they being 
incapable of giving it proper exit. These growths press a- 
gainst the orifices of the Kustachian tubes keeping them 
closed, and in this way deafness is induced. 

it is a common observation to see the child of seven who is 
a sulferer with these glandular enlargements half deaf and 
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ger has been utilized, the nail acting asa curette. Various 


which to select. I have devised a number of instruments de- 


and all are of the scissors or pinchersplan. Some are adapt- 
able to one case and some to another. 
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with open mouth, the two together making the impression of 
extreme stupidity. In school and by their parents they are 
often punished for inattention, and are frequently the subject 
of ridicule by their playmates. 
_ The effect on the voice is very peculiar. This is noted par- 
ticularly in singing in the higher register wherein the voice 
is deadened. 

Diagnosis—Once seen, the peculiar appearance of a child 
with this disease is sufficient to convince one of its nature; 
however, it is not difficult to assure yourself if skilled in rhino- 
scopic or digital examinations. In the child the digital meth- 
od will be the only one practicable and of these many will 
‘have to be anvesthetized. Of course a certain amount, of ex- 
perience is necessary to know the natural from the unnatur- 
al, but the digital method will require much less than - the 
mirror. 

Treatment—Operators i in this line, have resorted to various 
expedients for the removal of this diseased gland. The fin- 


scrapers have been devised, and lately scissors or pinchers 
have been shaped to the vault so as to do good work. Nasal 
surgery has advanced very greatly in the last ten years. so 
that the operator may have a large variety of apparatus from 


signed for the removal of hypertrophied glands of the vault, 


The procedure in adults is somewhat different from that 
in the child. After nine or ten years of age, the vault may 
be inspected by the mirrors. The palate must be tied for- 
ward (rubber tubing being passed through the nostrils and 
out of the mouth and tied over the upper lip). The growth 
then can be easily inspected and an instrument adjusted so 
that accurate work can be done. In the adult these adenoids 
become strong by the development of connective tissue ele- 
ments and for this reason the instrument will need to be 
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sharp, strong, cutting scissors. When the palate can be tied 


forward, galvano-cautery may be resorted to providing the > 


tumors be not too large. It requires considerable time in 
this way, but if properly managed there is little hemorrhage 
orpain. There is scarcely any case in which the curette should 
be resorted to in the adult. a) ae 

Results of treatment of these cases are very satisfactory— 
all the symptoms disappearing in a short time after the re- 
moval of the growths. Ifthere be anything more gratifying 
than another to the surgeon, the destruction of these growths 
and the ultimate effect on the patient is one. 
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Strange Effects from Rectal Disease. 


By J..W. HAMILTON, M. D."San Francisco. 


Dear Editor: 
You ask for something interesting from my case book, and 


in reply I will give two or three cases to show that often- 


times in our noble calling ‘‘things are not what they seem,” 
and that for that reason the specialist frequently has an ad- 
vantage over the general practitioner. — 

The cases given occurred long enough ago to have allow- 


ed ample time to verify the diagnosis and results of treat- 


ment. 

Case 1. L. B. J., a gentleman forty years old; business, a 
merchant. He was what all the physicians in the country 
called a chronic dyspeptic. When he first consulted me. he 
had been afflicted for about six years, and, having means, had 
been the rounds of all the medicos far and near. At first I 


corroborated the diagnosis of other physicians, but as my — 


treatment also resulted in no benefit, I induced him much 
against his will to permit a rectal examination. There wag 
no history to indicate any disease of the parts, but the spec- 
ulum revealed that the rectum was badly ulcerated. Follow- 
ing out the course of treatment prescribed for what I there 
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discovered, he entirely regained his health and is a well man 
to-day, although I find the date of the examination to be June 
Sth, 1883. 

Case 2. C.B., a canine, forty-two years old; had been 
afflicted for 12 years. He suffered from periodical headaches. 
During the first six years the attacks occurred about every 
week, but after that they had increased in frequency until they 


often numbered three in a week. He had to entirely avoid 
the stooping posture, as assuming that position would surely 
bring on the headache. For the relief of his sufferings he 


had been made the receptacle for samples of the entire ma- 
teria medica, but without result. 


My book shows that I examined him October 5th, 1883, and 
found serious rectal ulcers. He went under treatment, and 


on April 15th, following, he was discharged well. I had him 
under observation for four years, and during that time there 


was no return of his malady. Thestrange part of both these 
cases is, that the parties had never suspected trouble in that 


portion of their anatomies, and even my only reason for the 


examination was, that I could find no satisfactory reason for 
the trouble elsewhere. 

Case 3. E.S., age 29,a merchant. He was taken ill, and 
two weeks afterward an attachment was levied on his store. 
His physician claimed he was insane. Under the laws of 
Wisconsin, if this were proven, it would prevent an attachment 
from holding until a year had passed. | 

A council of medical men was called to decide the case. 


One. was for the plaintiff, claiming that the patient’s trouble 


was only delirium caused by a fever; the other two were sat- 
isfied that the affliction was insanity, but could not agree as 


to the cause. At this stage of the battle, the county judge 


issued a Summons demanding my presence at once to make 
un examination. I obeyed, and after looking over the case 
as thoroughly as possible, I filled out the application for his 
admission to the state asylum for the insane; giving as my 
opinion that his mental condition resulted from a predispos- 
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ing and an exciting cause. The predisposing cause was assign- 
ed as a rectal ulcer; the exciting cause, business worry. The 


two other physicians concurring with me, he was sent to the 


Mendota asylum at Madison, Wisconsin. 
The doctor who claimed that the case was one of fever, rid- 


— iculed my diagnosis, remarking that “Hamilton was crazy on 


the subject of piles.” The superintendent of the asylum, Dr. 
Buckwalter, was requested to make a special report upon the 


case. He did so, sustaining entirely my diagnosis, and add- 
ing that this was the first instance during his administration 
of the hospital affairs, that disease of the rectum had been 


given as a predisposing cause of insanity. He furthermore 


stated, that his observation led him to believe that it was 


the predisposing cause in very many cases. — ‘The patient died 
two months later and the rectal trouble ¥ was assigned aS the 
cause of death. 


Time permitting, I will give in the next JourwaLa few points 


on the symptoms and treatment of rectal ulcers, vith a re-_ 


port of Causes. 


Keelyism. 


BY M. E. VAN METER, M. D., San Francisco. 


In the August issue of the Southern Californea Practitioner, 
Dr. H. G. Brainerd assails, in a very positive manner, the 
“Keeley cure” for inebriety. What the particular “kick” 1s, 
or rather, whom the doctor wishes to kick, is not fore-shadow- 
ed in his assault on the—so far as I know—greatest of med- 
ical discoveries. While this cure may or may not be all that 
its originator claims for it, [ would not assume to condemn 
it, simply because I do not understand it. This is too often 
done; and the most worthy objects thereby frustrated, or 
sreatly delayed. But this is only “history repeating itself;” 
and no one should be surprised or discomfitted there-at. 

It is an old saying, that when anything good is proposed, 
the devil is alwavs ready to object: So it is with every inno- 
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learned to swim, Have not these originators enough to con- 
tend with, in overcoming the obstacles with which they nat- 
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vation in medicine or surgery; there are always some croak- 
ers ready to scoff at it as being utterly useless, or even harm- 
ful; yet giving no other reason for so doing, than that they do 
not so understand it, or that their experience does not just coin- 
cide with the new proposition; not at all considering that per- 
haps their experiments have been made under different cir- 
cumstances, or have not been carried out—and they seldom 
are—in the line intended, and followed by the originator. 

I often wonder if these fault finders ever think where we. 
would be to-day, in the medical and surgical world, if they 
and their kind had always been successful in decrying every- 
thing new. 

In fancy I hear them say they are willing to endorse 
anything that has been proven to be good; which reminds me 
of the man who told his boy to not go in the water till he had 


urally meet, in the course of their investigations, without being » 
continually scoffed at and discouraged by those who either 
lack the ability to make like investigations, or are too indo- 
lent to do so? : 

We all know that aman would have been considered crazy> 
a few years ago, had he even proposed, what is now accept- 
ed and known to be true in both medicine and surgery. Could 
these important and beneficient theories have been success- 
fully promulgated, and these facts been evolved, if their 
originators, when they began making investigations, should 
haue had their methods criticized and their motives impugned 
by their confreres; and when they would proclaim their dis- 
coveries, the whole medical profession would have “set down 
upon them” by crying quack, charlatan, impostor and robber, 
and perhaps, murderer? 

I do not wish it understood that I endorse every nos- 
trum brought to my notice by the loquacious street-vender; 
or advertised on flaming handbills: But I do want it dis- 
tinctly understood that I am ever opposed tu the unjust, 
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unqualified and preominate condemnation of a thing, be it 
in medicine, religion or polities. 
Dr. Brainerd, after giving the—supposed—formule used iH 
at a Keeley institute, says: “Admitting that inebriety is a iG i 
disease and .that it can be cured, it is a disease due to the | 
long continued effect of. such powerful drugs as alcohol, 
opium, cocaine, etc.; and it is absurd and incredible that the. 
above formule, or any other combination of drugs will erad- 
icate and eventually change this diseased condition to a sound 
one in three weeks or even in s1x weeks, and that all desire 
for stimulants can be removed by them for all future time.” 
It will be noticed that the doctor simply asserts that ‘‘it is 
absurd and incredible” that certain propositions are true; but 
does he prove his assertion, or even use any logical reasoning 
that would justify such a conclusion? He continues his ti- 
rade against Keeley's treatment, by comparing it with “Per- 
kinism”; when in fact, the two treatments will not admit of 
comparison, as they are so entirely different that they can 
only be contrasted. He could as well, and with as much reas- 
on, compare the antiperiodic properties of quinine with the 
‘hide-under-the-bed” or the “crawling-head-foremost-down- 
the-stairs” theories of our grand-mothers. And, with like reas- 
oning, because our grand-mothers could not cure the ‘‘Ager” 
with their methods of treatment; we should say that “it is 
absurd and incredible” that quinine, or any combination of 
drugs, could, in a few weeks, eradicate from the system, mu- 
laria that had been there for months and perhaps for years. 
- The doctor seems to forget that we claim to be able to 
eradicate syphilitic poison from the system, though it may 
have been there for years. True, itis not done in a few weeks, 
but it is done; and because it takes months and years to erad- 
icate this special poison from the system, it is no proof that 
other and less potent poisons might not be eliminated in a 
few weeks or_even a few days, and it might be, in a few hours, 
if the right antidote be used. Itis a well known fact that 
all poisons do not affect the animal economy in the same way; 
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and while some work destructive tissue changes, others do 
not; therefore is 1t ‘‘absurd and incredible” to think that 
while it may take years to right the wrongs done in one case, 
in another it may be accomplished in a very short time? 

Now I wish to emphatically deny some of the statements 
made in the doctor’s paper. I too, have a friend who has 
been treated at a Keeley institute, and he says, most posi- 

tively, that the patients are not taken in indiscriminately and 

treated all alike and with the same medicine regardless of 
organic lesions and constitutional stamina. On the contrary 
each patient is carefully examined and when an organic dis- 
ease is found, the money is refused and the case rejected. He 
also tells me that the patients do not all use one and the same 
kind and amount of medicine from beginning to end of treat- 
ment; neither do they quit treatment abruptly, as stated in 
the paper; for, in his case, medicine was taken home and the 
treatment continued for several weeks. Now if my friend’s 
word is as good as the doctor’s friend’s word, they must have 
been treated at different institutions, for they’ are certainly 
widely at variance. 

As to’ becoming insane or relapsing after this tr ‘eatment,. 
I wish to say that a crazy solver man is no worse than a crazy 
drunkard; and there are a thousand of the latter to one of 
those made so by the “cure”. It is not claimed that a patient 
who has been cured can not, nor willnot relapse. But if they 
do, it is because they su will it; but they will have to re-create 
the habit, as they did in the beginning. This is the beauty 
_of this treatment; it destroys the desire for the accustomed 
stimulant, which, with “whiskey drinkers” is the great desid- 
eratum. Jt is right here that a mistaken idea exists; that of 
classing alcoholic inebriates with cocaine and morphine ineb- 
riates. Take three persons, each addicted in about the same 
degree to the use of one of the drugs named, and confine those 
persons so that the use of their drug is suddenly and per- 
manently stopped, and see the result. 
All who have had any experience with these cases’ know, 
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that with a moderate whiskey drinker or with a periodical 
debauchee, the only thing necessary, however accomplished, is 
to keep them from drinking; and they are none the worse for 
it;on the contrary, they will express themselves as feeling 
better; especially is this true with the “periodicals”. Noone 
ever heard one of them suy he was the worse when he had 
missed, from any cause, one of his periodical ‘“‘drunks”. But 
with the morphine and cocaine habitues we will find fhat we 
_ have serious constitutional disturbances to combat; and in 
some cases we have both mental and physical symptoms that. 
are both stubborn and alarming; a condition we never get 
from stopping the libations of a moderate drinker; though we 
might get them if the patient had been a drunken sot. But 
here again, Keeley helps us out, for, as Dr. Rene in discuss- 
ing Dr. Brainerd’s paper says: “I have taken men out of the 
cutter; the second day they were able to leave off drinking, 
the third day they could attend to business. If a man quits 
by ‘moral force’, on the third day he will be on the verge of 
death, if no treatment is given. 

My friend before referred to, is a man sixty years old, and 
has been a constant drinker for the last thirty years; and for 
the last twenty-five years, he has averaged two pints per day 
of the best—not under four year old—whiskey; and frequent-_ 
ly he would drink three or four pints a day. Hesaid he was 
fully aware that it would kill him if he did not quit; but that, 
of hinself, he could not do; and he was very skeptical as to 
the “Keeley cure:” finally, however, his friends prevailed up- 
on him to try it. He went to one of their institutes, remain- 
ed the required time; came home a new man;is attending to 
business, has not touched a drop, has no desire to, and has 
felt no evil effects from his abstinence. Is this quackery, rob- 
bery and a fraud? If so, I say in the name of God let it 
flourish. 


I do not wish to champion Keeley or any one else in par- 
ticular, but I do say: All hail! to the man who discovers 
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the hammer that will unrivet the fetters that are binding 
thousands of our best men. 
It is from a certain class of the medical profession, that the 
strongest condemnation of Keeley and other investigators 
come; but often, the only objection they can sustain, is, that 
it did not come from a member of the regular profession; or, 
if it did, he would not make his discovery public property. 
These &roakers, these stumbling-blocks to progress, are the 
kind of men who like to spend their Sundays at the baseball 
grounds, their evenings at a theatre or in a billiard hall. 
They like their ‘outings and their ‘vacations’; and like to take | 
life easy generally; while others are working day and night, 
at the expenditure of money and sacrifice of health and pleas- 
ure, and grow old and gray by close application to study and 
investigation, and when they have made some discovery, how- 
ever great a boon to man-kind, unless the discoverer will 
make known his discovery to those easy-going ones, und let 
them reap the pecuniary reward, they will be the first to cry 
quack and fraud, and say the unfortunates are being duped 
and robbed. 
As to the statement that the results obtained by Keeley, 

are no better than those obtained by the general practitioner, 

it is not borne out by every-day observation. My friend has 
given both the Homcopaths and Allopaths a thorough trial, 
remaining with one cf the latter for three months, who said 
he was using a “gold” cure that was the same or as good as 
Keeley’s cure. But of course he was neither duped nor rob- 
bed in this case, though not cured, for. he was treeted by a 
Regular physician; but when he went to a Keeley Institute 
and was cured and hia family made happy, he was victimized 
and ought to be protected by law. a 
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The Science of Medicine. 


BY DR. J. BALL, San Francisco. 


_ The art of surgery has made great strides towards perfec- 
tion in recent years, but the Science of Medicine is still in 
its infancy. The unscientific state of the practice of medi- 
cine is the more to be regretted, as humanity at large are 
the sufferers;.and it is the more unaccountable from the fact 
that from the birth of the human race until to-day all classes — 
of men have had their medical practitioners whose business 
it has been to seek out remedial agents, and apply them for 
the relief of human suffering. Does the trouble lie with the 
medical man, or with the refractory elements with which he 
has to deal, that he does not produce scientific work ? 

Men have mapped out the heavens, and weighed the sun 
and planets. They have digged down into the earth, and 
discovered the secrets of her birth and development, they 

have harnessed electricity; and are daily subduing the forces 
of nature and bringing them under control; are medical men 
less gifted than the astronomer, the geologist or the electri- 
cian? No man can study the history of his race without 
coming to the conclusion that the medical profession has 
had more great minds in its ranks than that. of any other 
profession, unless soldiers are ranked as professional men. 
If the cause of the uncertainties in the practice of medicine 
does not depend upon the physician himself, it must depend 
upon the materials with which he has to deal, namely, his 
medicines and his patients. 

Perhaps it will be well to state what i 18 meant by unscien- 
tific medication; as the allopathist will probably not admit 
that he is unscientific; nor will the homecopathist nor the 
eclectic. As science is knowledge, and as a perfect knowl- 
edge of any subject leaves nothing to squabble about, the 
very existence of three, or more, schools of medicine, is a 


positive proof of the unscientific character of medical prac- 
tice. | 
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From a scientific stand point medicine to-day nifty be said 


to occupy a position similar to that of geology half a century 


ago, where science first demonstrated the great age of the 
earth, and the antiquity of man, and that the records of 
Moses were nothing more than poetical myths. The pseudo- 
scientist then became frantic and predicted that the world 
was going to everlasting perdition. | 

‘It is this tendency of the human mind to cling to tradition, 
that obscures the scientific element in the practice of medi- 
cine, and allows empiricism such a wide range of territory 


in which to stalk. But howis this state of thin os to be reme- 


died? Simply by accepting facts. One fact is worth a thou- 
sand theories on any subject, and we must accept, the truth 
from whatever source it comes. One would not think of set- 
tling a disputed point in anatomy by simply discussing it, but 
would refer to Gray, or the dissecting room; and to Gray, 
because his work is founded on dissecting-room experience. 
Why then should it be supposed that discussion will establish 
the therapeutical value of a drug? Yet this is the inethod — 
generally pursued, if we mat judge from the contents of | 


medical journals, and the reports of medical societies. Dis- 


cussion barred, we are brought to the first of the two great 
causes of the unscientific state of the Science of Medicine, 
(if such an expression is permissible, ) namely: Tur unretia-— 
BILITY OF OUR MATERIA MEDICA. It is not meant by this that 
the drugs we obtain are necessarily of poor quality, but that 
the drugs we use to-day are not of the same therapeutical 
value as those we may get tomorrow. Of course Eclectics 


are better off in this respect than the old school, but there 


sbould be no ‘schools —and if the practice of medic:ne were 
on a scientific basis, there would be none. ae 

Why should the calomelite and the anti-calomelite oa SO 
ready to tear each other to pieces over the merits or demerits 
of the drug? It either has, or has not, a therapeutical value 
and this can be determined by experiment in a scientific 
manner, and it ought to be done without abuse and without 
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prejudice. Those preparations the exact chemical formulas 
of which are known, and which can be prepared synthetical- 
ly, are by far the most reliable, when we understand their 
precise action in diseases. 
It is well known that the quality and \ vigor of a plant or 
tree depend mainly on the soil and climate in which it is 
grown, and the amount of moisture it obtains. A good 
quality of medicine cannot be obtained from a sickly plant; 
and while, no doubt, care is taken to obtain healthy and vig- 


orous plants, yet this other difficulty remains, that two heal- 
hy plants if obtained from different localities will not yield 


exactly the same medicinal qualities; and there can be no 


doubt that this variability in the medicinal qualities of a drug 3 


constitutes one of the principal causes of the lack of scientif- 
ic precision in the practice of medicine. 

Perhaps there is no drug in the whole materia medica that 

has a better defined field of action, or that can be adminis- 


tered with more confidence in the ultimate results,than strych- 


nia. In a case calling for the one one hundred and twen- 
tieth of a grain of strychnia at‘a dose, one surely would not 


administer it in such a form that anywhere from the sixtieth | 
to the six hundreth of a grain might be taken at a dose, and 
say that the quantity taken was immaterial; and yet this is 


the course followed in the administration of most drugs.. One 
physician will administer a drug in doses not exceeding the 
one one thousandth part of a grain, while another will ad- 
minister the same drug under precisely similar conditions 


in five or ten grain doses. Now both of these cannot be 


right, nor can we find out which is right, or whether either 
are right, by calling hard names. 

A certain drug will influence the course of a certain dis- 
ease, or it will not. If we do not know, we can find out by 


experiment. When we are satisfied that the drug will influ- 


ence the disease, we are confronted with the further difficul- 
ty of ascertaining the exact dosage for effecting a cure. 


It is evident we may give doses so large as to aggravate the 
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abnormal conditions already present, anditis equally evident 
that doses may be given so small as to have no appreciable 
influence on the course of the disease. Now it is not scien- 
tific medication to divide the maximum dose into two or more 
parts and give the patient one of them, on the principle that 
if it does not do him any good it will not kill him. 

In any given case of disease there is a definite amount of. 
restorative aid needed, it may be medicine, electricity, food 


or fresh air, which it is the physician’s province to supply, in 


the proper amount and at the proper time. This may be a 
difficult task, but surely it is not impossible, if the right 
amonnt of intelligence is applied to the subject, without be- 
ing shackeled with the fetters of medical sectariapism. 

But besides the general uncertainty as to the exact thera- 
peutical value of his materia medica, the physician has an- 
other difficulty to contend with, namely: the varying suscep- 
tibilities of his patients to the influence of medicines. But 
the various diseases to which all are able, have been ar- 


‘ranged and described with such wonderful exactness, that 


this branch of medical science can now be quite easily mas- 
tered. 

It requires experience and a careful study of each indivi- 
dual case to make a correct diagnosis; but there is such a 
unanimity among the leading authorities on the Practice of | 
Medicine as to assure us that this branch of medicine rests. 


on a scientific basis. 


The physician’s chief requirement, then, is an absolutely 
reliable materia medica. The Eclectic is probably better off 
in this respect than the old school physician, but there is 
plenty of room yet for improvement. In these days vf the 
division of labor, the successful physician cannot, as a rule, 
be his own pharmacist. 

In what form, then, shall medicines be prepared so that 
they can be depended upon, at all times and wherever pro- 
cured, to produce a certain therapeutical effect? Undoubt- 
edly the only form that will meet these requirements is the 
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active principle of whatever drug we desire to make use of. 
The medical protession at large are not yet prepared to make 
use of these preparations exclusively. There is too much 
empiricism in the practice of medicine—too many medical 
men with favorite remedies which they use in season and out 
of season—too much sectarianism, which is always the re- 
sult of an incomplete knowledge of the subject about which 
the differences of opinion occur. The clergyman has to deal 
_ with statements hard to demonstrate; the lawyer is to-day 
seeking to undo his work of yesterday. But the physician’s 
_work is more. stable, he has always to deal with facts, and his» 
mission is always one of exactness, to save life, if possible, 
and if that.be beyond his power, then to assuage the pain 
of his patient, and by so doing lessen human sorrow. _ 
A profession which places such unlimited possibilities 
within the reach of its followers, of achieving greatness for 
themselves, and conferring untold benefits on their fellow- 
men, should certainly be founded upon a scientific basis, and 
in this way be placed beyond the grasp of the incompetent 
and unworthy. 

But this can only be done by seeking knowledge wherever 
it can be obtained, and accepting truth from whatever source 
it comes, and not by narrowing the channels through which 
the truths of medical knowledge flow. Science knows no 
law, but that of nature. Whatever in medicines is based on 
natural laws, will live and thrive; and whatever in the prac- 
tice of medicine does not conform with nature’s laws, will 
perish, and the sooner the better, il The Science of Medi- 
cine. 
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Surgical Treatment of Piles. | 


BY W. B. CHURCH, M. D. Oakland, Cal. 


[To be followed in our next issue by a paper on the ‘‘Medical Treatment of _ 
_ Piles,’ bY Dr. JOHN FEARN, of Oakland, to which reference is made by | 
the author. —Kd. ] 


Preliminary to any attempt to discuss the proper surgical 


treatment for piles, it may be well to devote a few moments 


to a consideration of their nature and varieties, together with | 
some of the causes which produce them. 

There are two plexuses of veins supplying the rectum which 
do not anastamose freely. The one distributed over the low- 
est portion, the inferior hemorrhoidal plexus, connects with 
the heart by way of the iliacs and inferior vena cava. The 
other, or superior plexus, is placed higher up and sends its 
blood to the heart through the portal system and the liver. 
Upon the inferior plexus there rests a continual pressure of 


the column of blood in the iliac veins, as the latter have no 
valves; they are peculiarly liable therefore to become dis- 


tended, tortuous, and varicose. This pressure is increased 
by any causes which compress the iliac veins, obstructing the 
return circulation. Constipation and straining at stool are 


all that is usually necessary, in: addition, to cause the walls 


of the hemorrhoidal veins to give way, amd such diverticula 
constitute piles in their original form. — 

Besides the causes .above named which obstruct the circu- 
lation by pressure upon the iliacs, there may be mentioned 
the pregnant uterus, and abdominal tumors. None of these 


causes would have been effective however if man had been 


content to remain in his primitive condition. The pride which 


prompted him to assume the upright posture has entailed 


many disabilities, ranging from kypho-scoliosis to hemor- 
rhoidal tumors. No four-footed beast suffers from piles. They 
are one of the penalties:nature has imposed upon man for 
his presumption. 

In the acute stage an external pile causes an uneasy sense 
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of pressure and fullness about the anus, and acute pain dur- 
ing the evacuation of hardened feces. Relief follows the 
evacuation spontaneously for a time, but at length after an 
evacuation a painful tumor of a dull red color is noticed which 
is sensitive to touch, and with a tendency to produce distress- _ 
ing tenesmus; it lies at the verge of the anus, partly within 
its walls. in a state of painful tension which is relieved by : 
pushing it within the anus. A few days later it may re- 
appear and and at length may protrude at any time, and fi- 
nally maintain permanently « position external to the anus. 

In the acute stage the pain is intense when the tumor is out- 
_ side of the sphincter or inclosed in its grip; but the tension 
is relieved after it retreats or is pushed apeve the grasp of 
the constricting: folds. 

As a result of repeated attacks of inilaiensibien its walls 
erow thicker and thicker by deposits of new counective tissue, 
and the pressure eventually obliterates the inclosed vein, re- 
sulting in a solid tumor which in this form is known asa dry 
pile. In course of time atrophy of the contents takes place 
and only an empty tag of integument remains to mark the 
spot. While piles are more common in the male sex, women 
are more likely to bear tags; the reason is that they almost 
invariably develope external piles during pregnancy, and con- 
finement: but after eetting up, the conditions are favorable 
for the spontaneous evolution above described. If the sur- 
-geon is consulted in the acute stage, he can, by a very simple 
operation, obviate the necessity of waiting for the tedious 
process by which nature effects the cure. He has only to 
freely incise the tumor, the bleeding will be slight and the. 
wound will heal in®less than a week without special treat- 
ment. It will be necessary in most cases to obtrnd the sen- 
sibility by previously applying ice, cr injecting a few drops 
of a four per cent solution of cocaine into the integument a- 
bout the tumor. 

We now come to speak of internal piles, so called , although 
the two varicties often merge, and in advanced stages it m 
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not be possible to distinguish closely between them. The 
internal variety are the result of varicose conditions of the 
superior plexus of heinorrhoidal veins and are produced also 


by constipation and prolonged straining at stool, together 


with any conditions obstructing the portal circulation. These 
tumors are often extremely vascular from the enlargement 
of the arteries in the thickened mucous membrane covering 
them. This fact must be kept in mind in the surgical treat- 
ment, as exhausting and even fatal hemorrhage has resulted 
from puncture of a pile tumor with a hypodermic needle. 
Internal piles may exist for some time without producing 
symptoms; the first intimation of their presence is usually a 
hemorrhage, often quite profuse, but little pain or other in- 
convenience is produced until by their size and weight they 
descend low enough to be caught in the grip of the sphine- 


ter, and protrude slightly with the mncous membrane in de-— 


fecations, afterwards retreating behind the sphincter; later 
they protrude more and more at siool, and require to be re- 
placed; the patient learning to push them up with his fin- 


gers. Up to this time you will be instructed by my learned 
collaborator how to deal with them medicinally. He will 


bring forth from his richly furnished armamentarium an am- 


ple store of remedies new and old, and inform us in detail — 
as to those which are specific to the different stages and con- 
ditions. But somewhat later on, when these tumors have 


become larger, and there is a lax state of the sphincters, and 


a loose and hypertrophied condition of the mucous membrane 


to which they are attached, so that the piles come down even 
when the patient is standing or walking,with occasional ulcer-_ 
ation, and abrasion of the surfaces of two opposing tumors, 
and there is frequent hemorrhage, which begins to produce © 
the ordinary effect on the general health of continued blood 


losses, such as the complexion is blanched, patient loses flesh 


and strength,with dysponeaon exertion, and the legs and feet 
begin to be cedematous, then, if not before, we will cease 
to expect much benefit from the best selected remedies, and 
advise surgical interference. coins 
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There are various surgical methods in vogue. Of the tem- 
porary and palliative we may mention the clamp and cautery, 
the ligature, and the injection with carbolic acid. I mention 
them in the order of their value, the most satisfactory being 
the clamp and cautery; but the least desirable, the injection 
with carbolic acid, is most frequently resorted to. All these 


methods are ‘spoken of as palliative and temporary because 


in many cases relapses occur after treatment by either method; 
-. not necessarily a return of the identical tumors, but as soon 
as the pressure of the existing tumors is removed dilatations 
of other veins begins, and the disease is reproduced. There 


are special objections to the carbolic acid treatment sufficient 


to condemn it, but it has certain advantages over every other 
which account for its popularity. Chief of these is the fact 
that anesthesia is not required, furthermore, if but a single 
tumor is treated at a sitting, the patient need not be put to 
bed, and there is little suffering during the period of subsi- 


dence of the tumor. The strength of the injection varies _ 


from a ten per cent. solution to the deliquesced acid itself, 


The ligature is a time honored remedy and still has many ad- 


vocates. In case it is decided to adopt this treatment, it is 
important to observe certain precautions: first cleanse and 


disinfect as far as possible; complete asepsis in this location 


is not expected; second, dilate the sphincters to the produc- 
tion of temporary paralysis; third, cut through the mucous 
membrane at base of tumor before applying the ligature; 
fourth, in most cases use a double ligature which should be 
of strong braided silk, well waxed. Pass this through the 
base of the tumor with a perineum needle and tie it in halves. 
Careless operators simply throw a ligature over a tumor and 
tie it off, but such compression of the sensory nerves in the 


mucous membrane causes great pain and inflammation with 


stfangury and inability to urinate. Even when every pre- 
caution is taken it will be found necessary to administer a 
hypodermic of morphia once or twice daily for several days. 
When the ligatures have been properly secured, the tumors 
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should be snipped off with scissors, leaving ample margin so 
that the ligatures do not slip. A gauze dressing with a T. 
bandage completes the operation ond the lgatures come 
away in about a week. This method is quite as effectual as 


the carbolic and devoid of the serious risks attending the 


latter. Preferable in all respects to either is the treatment 
with the clamp and cautery. After divulsion of sphincter a 
tumor is drawn down, clamp applied to its base and tighten- 
ed to strangulation, then the tumor ‘s cut away with scissors 
and the base cauterized with electric or actual cautery. After 
each tumor is similarly treated, apply gauze dressing and 
keep patient quiet until healed. — 
In the more severe cases, and advanced stages, with numer- 
ous and large tumors, prolapsus of mucous membrane, with 


health impaired by repeated hemorrhages, a radical, safe 


and permanent cure is best made by an operation which 


consists in the removal of a segment of the mucous mem- 
brane from the lower end of the rectum about one inch in | 


length. After the usual preparation and dilatation, an in- 
cision is made quite through the mucous membrane near the 
anal margin, and carried completely round the circumference 
of the bowel. The membrane is then dissected with the un- 


_ derlying attached piles from the submucous tissue for about 


one inch upward; this ring of membrane together with the 
piles is then pulled down outside of the anus and a limited 
portion divided transversely at the upper limit of the denu- 
dation; after stitching the free margin of the mucous mem- 
brane above to the free margin of the skin below, another 
section of a portion of the ring is made and stitched, and 
this repeated until a complete cylinder of mucous membrane 
with the underlying piles is removed and the traumatic sur-— 
face covered in. Chromic catgut is the best material for su- 
turing, but silk may be used and allowed to work its ‘way 
out. 

This is a most complete operation and leaves the field in a 
more tidy and satisfactory condition than, either of the others. 
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There is a freedom from pain or other inconvenience during 
the rapid convalescence which delights the patient, who feels 
that a good scientific job has been done. When properly 
done there is no apprehension of hemorrhage to worry the 
surgeon during convalescence which cannot be affirmed of 
other methods. 


Bicycle Riding. 


By W. M. Mason, M. D., Lodi, Cal. 


Dear Editor : — 
a recent issue of the Catrrornia Mepica Journvi, a sug- 
gestion was made that if any of the readers could give any 


facts in regard to the effect of bicycle riding on the general - 


health, they might be of interest to the profession. 


Perhaps I may be able to do so as I can speak from per- 


sonal experienze as well asfrom observation. Lodi and vicini- 


ty might well be called the wheelman’s paradise. I know of 


no place where the roads are so near perfect every day in 
the year as they are here. They are never muddy in win- 
ter even after the heaviest rain, and they never get soft and 
sandy in the summer. This being the case bicycle riding is 


very popular, and there are many—both ladies and gentle- 


men—who use the wheel for business and pleasure. I do 
all my professional riding in this way, frequently travelling 
twenty or more miles a day. For these reasons, I can judge 
something of the effect of bicycle riding on the system. 

I have no doubt but it may be, and often is, carried to ex- 
cess, especially among professional riders; and in these cases 
the same disastrous consequences may be seen that would 
result from over exertion in any form of atheletic sport. 
But as the wheel is used here, I have yet to see any evil re- 
sults that could be traced either directly or indirectly to its 
use. On the contrary, however, especially with lady riders, 
the health is certainly much improved. 
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Last year there were two young ladies who boarded in 
town and taught school about four or five milesin the country, 


and who rode to their schools daily on their wheels. They 


both enjoyed better health than they did the year before, 


when they rode the same distance in carriages. — 


I can see how bicycle riding might be injurious, if a low 


erade wheel with solid tires were used, as they always run — 


hard and there is a steady jar that might injure the spinal 
cord and base of the brain. But even this would not be 
likely to result unless the rides were long and made at a 
high rate of speed. There is nothing like this — fa. 
high vrade pneumatic tire is used. 

There should be no more perineal or vesical irritation than 
would result from riding in a carriage and nothing like that 
from horse-back riding. Where anything like this occurs, 


it is due to a faulty adjustment of the saddle, as it can and 
should be so ar anged that the whole weight will fall on the 


ischial tuberosities. 
Fear has been expressed that forward curvature of the 


spine might result from the stooping position of the rider. 


This ungraceful position is a habit and nothing more. The 
professional rider places the steering-bar very low so that 
he can, by lifting with the arms, throw more weight on the 
pedals; but this is of no advantage, unless an excessive speed 
is required as in racing. In ordinary riding the upright po- 
sition is much more comfortable, as it gives free play to the 
lungs and does not put a strain upon the back. — 

These are the objections that are urged against the whee] 
and are brought forward only by those who have had no per- 
sonal experience. The advdntages are many. As an exer- 
cise it is ‘‘equalled by few and surpassed by none.” Itcom- 
bines the advantages of almost every other form of exercise 
without its attendant disadvantages. Itis easier than walk- 
ing, yet it calls into use every muscle in the body without 


-over-taxing any. It has the exhilarating effect of rapid mo- 
tion and a sense of independence that the perfect control of 
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a fine piece of machinery always gives. Horse-back riding 
and carriage riding cannot take its place. The violent jolt- 
ing of the horse, and if you have a spirited animal (and there 
is no satisfaction in riding any other) there is the constant 
nervous strain in controlling the horse and being prepared 
for any unexpected movement that does not compare with 
the pleasant sense of security that one feels on a good wheel, 
Of course this supposes good roads and a perfect mastery 

of the wheel, but learning to ride is not difficult and after 
the art is acquired, the effort required for propulsion at a 
moderate speed is very slight, while the effort can bet increas - 
ed as much as one desires. — 

The only disadvantage to the doin 18 that if many of 
his patients get wheels he will be likely to lose very many 
nice little fees, for the one who takes regular exercises on 
the wheel, has little use for. drugs. . 


‘Physician, Heal Thyself.” 


By F. 8. OLIVER , Ballard, Cal. 


Dear Editor: 

Your letter stating I could have room in . the Oatober i issue 
of the Catrrornta Mepican Journat came Sept. Ist, and with- 
in a brief interval I was seized with severe cramps in the 
stomach, suffering all day and night severely. Your letter was 
not the cause, as above might indicate. As my experience is | 
of clinical interest, let me say the cause was injudicious eat- 
ing of fruit, and the effect yielded in about five hours, to. the 
following: 

R Specific Colocynth - - ett j. 
M 

Sig. A teaspoonful every ten minutes. 

I am yet very weak, but the awful agony, commencing at 
* eleven o'clock, was gone by four o'clock. 

With this preliminary, which must excuse any errors in my 
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article, we will consider how I cured — of a pernicious 


progressive anemia. 

In November, 1887, my father bein then livin or, I suffer- 
ed a hematemesis, from which none looked for my recovery— 
loosing about eight and a half pints of blood. My father’s 


skill saved me at the time, but nothing any one could do seem- 


ed availing to prevent leucocythemia sequela. Dr. Oliver 
died October 18th, 1889, and strangers thought his crepe 
mourning was for me. By September, 1890, I was in the 
following state; the levcocythemia had the following symp- 
tomatology: the extreme jaundiced hne of the skin seen in 
Addison’s disease; emaciated greatly; icthy otic skin; a persis- 
tent temperature of 100°; pulse quick, wiry; no appetite; 
constant dyspepsia; cardiac palpitation, the beating of the 


heart always audible; frequent epistaxis and much passive 
hemorrhage in various parts of the body; blood from a cut 


looked like milk, tinged with blood, and would not coagulate. 
When to all this was added extreme fatigue at alltimes,and — 
alvine discharges, invariably diarrheic; things looked very 


promising for a speedy trip to the cemetery, and no return 
of ‘yours truly’. 


No medical work could suggest any sufficient reason for 


such a state, nor one remedy in which any confidence could 
be placed. Iron, phos. arsenic, quinia, calcarea, or any of 


dozens more, from any'or all schools of medicine, were even 
efficient to more than check the rapidly no- -better symptoms, 
for a week or so; and the ensuing relapse left me appreciably | 
worse, with no power to at all check the disease with the 


medicines last used. I concluded that to once know the “cb- 


scure cause or causes which no school has ever determined 
certainly,” was the sole hope of cure. After weeks of reflec- 
tion it came to me that the symptoms all spoke of lack of nu- 
trition, of only but partial powers of assimilation. - The ex- 
cess of white blood corpuscles over the red, led me to study, 
without any clear idea of why J should—the nature of both 
these elements of the blood. Gray’s anatomy states that 
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the red corpuscles do not have much, if any power to alter 


shape, but that the white corpuscles do, and can elongate 


themselves and go where red ones cannot. Here was a clue 
—the vascular channels were too contracted to allow the red 
corpuscles to follow the white ones,—hence the milky as- 


pect of the blood, and its lack of nutritive powers. Where 


was the fault? Clearly, the animal soul, which drives the 
team of unruly “horses, ”—the system at large—had gone to 
sleep on the jockey-box, and let the reins loose. In other 


words, the vaso-motor nervous center was at fault, and the 


ereat sympathetic was not active, while the par vagum was, 
and the resul{ was to slow or contract the arterial system. 
This in turn shut off general systemic nutrition, and reacted 


again, in a vicious circle, to keep the sympathetic asleep, 


and let the pneumogastric do its will. 


So far the study was well; now for remedies of centric i in- 
fluence. Thanks to Prof. Fearn, and the study of the mate- 
‘ria medica, I was able to select a brief but very potent range 
of primary agents. These were, oxalic acid, gelsemium, er- 


got and nux vomica. As I purposed to take these for.a long 


period, I potentized them to about third decimal strengths — 
the oxalic acid to the fifth decimal. The last and the secale a 
acted on the vaso-motor system direct, dilating the arteries _ 
through the sympathetic; so more or less directly, did the | 
-gelsemium and the nux—which last two, being antagonistic 


—TI took nux in the morning, gelsemium at night. For the 
first time during the disease, a pink hue appeared in my ears 


and under the finger nails, replacing the look of their hav- 


ing been esmarch-bandaged—after about three wetks trial 
of these four remedies. Seeing this I prepared phosphorus 
and iron, and took them as. tissue builders, and especially, 
helonia dioiaca, as a blood builder. As other tissue and blood- 
building elements, I took cuprum 3 x trit. 1 grain each day, 
und silica and arsenic 2 x trit. 1 grain daily. In food I re- 
sorted to beets, carrots and other iron containers, and to tur- 
nips for potash. Through all this—which J hope you will 
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differentiate from “shot gun dosing,” for I was careful not 
to mix things,—through all, I kept well in view the four pri- 
mary agents, taking them for four months. I drank water 
from certain mined rocks, water which can be obtained at 
any quartz-mill, or even, if you will, from crushing black- 
smith’s coal-cinders in water, letting it settle, and drinking 


the muddy looking fluid- 


Now, this may all sound very empirical; but if one will 


— note facts carefully, it will be seen that I was cautious to se- 


lect four potent primaries, and all the rest of my secondary 
agents were subject to some well defined power of each to go 
into the re-opened vascu.ar channels and seek, according to 
drug pathogenesis, a tissue needing nutrition. I am aware 
that some may accuse me of departing from Eclectic rule in 
using so many mineral agents. I did not so depart, if I 
rightly understand our school to be one that selects fron¥ all 


sources remedies of true value. Nature uses minerals in our 


bodies; I did also. Let me say Lloyd’s Specifics were the 
vegetable derivatives used; I consider them best in every 

In six months I discharged myself cured, and now, over 


two years since, have had no relapse, but am considered a good 


risk by life insurance companies: 


Score One for Homoeopathy. 


BY B. MYERS, M. D., Seattle, Wash. 


Maud H. appeared before the King County Medical So- 
ciety, June 6th, 1890, with the following history: _ 
Blonde, well nourished, fine appearance, aged 11 years. 


At the age of three years, epistaxis appeared. Profuse dis- 


charge of dark blood every week, with spitting blood. These 
frequent attacks lasted one year, then every three or four 
months up to eight years, when epileptic seizures appeared 
with gradual decline of the hemorrhage in frequency. 

The convulsions always appeared during sleep, generally 
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during first sleep, increasing in frequency, till at present 
they are appearing every week, several inone night. She is 
seldom free from them many daysin succession. The hemor- 


rhage is rare, but still appears at intervals. An examination 


of the nares and fauces fails to detect any morbid growth or 


anything more than simple congestion of the membrane. 
She has been treated extensively by the regular school in 


different cities of the south without any trace of benefit. Her 


mind seems reasonably bright,yet the severity of-the seizures 


mentioned; that of a boy twelve years of age, in which the 


has made any attempt at education impossible. During the 


consideration of this case, a similar case of epilepsy occurr- 


ing in the practice of Dr. John Baker, of Batavia, N. Y., was 


selzures were severe and occurred generally during sleep; 


La 200th, relieved the case promptly and permanent- 


ly, ahd at present the subject 1 is & prosperous business man, 
and man of family. 

After some discussion, with the advice of the members of 
the society, Dr. B. Myers, who had presented the case, pre- 


scribed Lachesis, 6th, every two hours, which was continued 


for several weeks, decreasing in frequency. There has been 


no seizures since the first dose and no hemorrhages. A little 


nervous feeling during the first few weeks excited some alarm 


but even that has disappeared, The child, since afew weeks 


after being treated, has been in constant attendance at school 
and is becoming a bright and successful scholar. She was 
under my observation over two years, and the mental and 
bodily restoration seems absolutely complete. 

This case is reported as another instance of the strange 


but positive and wonderful results sometimes obtained from 


the homeeopathic administration of drugs. 


Placenta Previa. 


By ANNIE SCHOLTZ, M. D., Class 94, California Medical College. 


Was called on the night of Sept. 5th, 1893, to a case of 
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hemorrhage. The patient was in the seventh month of preg- 
nancy She had had considerable hemorrhage previously, 
which was easily controlled. Found her on this occasion in 


convulsions, pulse full and oppressed, the os dilated to the 
size of a two-bit piece, very rigid and doughy, through which 


the placenta could be felt. Gave her ten drops of sp. lobelia 
which relaxed her in a short time, also administered a hot 


vaginal douche. This having the desired effect of relaxing | 


the os and promoting contractions of the uterus, I now in- 
troduced the index finger of the left hand into the os so as 
to guide a long round-pointed scissors, then cut the placen- 
ta slightly, which was enlarged by tearing it with the finger, 
so as to permit the passage of the child. This case happen- 
ed to be an occiput presentation, which soon passed through 


the maternal passage without any further difficulty, the rent 
placenta following five minutes later. There was very Little 
hemorrhage throughout the whole She made 


an uneventful recovery. 

From its history of this case, it appears that the mother, 
who is a robust young woman oi twenty-two years of age, in 
her three previous confinements has had the same difficulty; 
each time at seven months as related above, with the loss of 
one child, and considerable hemorrhage with puerperal fe- 
ver. 

Have had in the city of New York, during an experience 
of twelve years, out of twenty- five hundred cases of confine- 
ments, my twenty-fifth case of placenta previa—two at full 


term, the rest were about seven months pregnancies. In the 
two former cases, was called in consultation by the attend- 


ing physicians, and delivered these besides my other cases 
by the above method, whether head or breach presentation, 
without any mishap either to the mother or child. 


It seems that as soon as the opening is made in the pla- 


centa and air gets into the uterus, the contractions com- 
mence in real earnest with a speedy expulsion of its con- 
tents. | 
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WM. S. MERRILL CHEMICAL CO. 
CINCINNATI 


Rine Specialties. 


Fluid Hydrastis.—Merrell. Origiral with 
and alone prepared by the Wm. 8S. Mer- 
rell Chemical Co. Samples and printed 
suggestions tor use supplied on applica- 
tion. 

Solution bismuth and Hydrastia. Aerrell 
~ Colorless and highly perfumed. A solu- 
tion of the double Citrate of Bismuth 


and Hydrastia (white Aidkaloid) adapted 


to the treatment of diseased mucous sur- 
faces. 

Salicylic Acid.-Merrell. Prepared from 
oil of Wintergreen. Salicylic Acid from 
Wintergreen is less irritating and bet- 
ter borne by the stomach when used in- 
ternally; and as an external application 
is more bland than the commercial acid 
‘This acid, in solution, is used with mark- 
ed advantage as a spray in chronic nas- 


al catarrb, chronic pharyngitis and as” 


an injection in some cases.of leucorrhea 
or gleet. | 


Tincture Gelsemium.—Merrell. Green root 
only used. A specialty with us since its” 
first introduction in 1852. This remedy 


carefutiv studied in the light of modern 
scientific methods, and subjected to the 
strictest physiological tests, will com- 
mand recognition as one of the most val- 
uable agents known in Materia Medica. 
Ketract of Malt, new process.—Merrell. 

Is without superior in the market... We 
challenge comparison as to color and fla- 
vor. Characteristic richness as a nutri- 
tive fool percentage of active Diastase. 
Pepsin. reprecipitated.—Merrell. Advan- 


tages: absolute cleanliness and freedom | 


from odor, definite strength and reliabil- 
ity, 

Liquor Secalis Purificutus.-Merrell.(fiuid 
Krgot, purified) This preparation is es- 
pecially valuable for hypodermic medi- 
cartion topical application, for which 


purposes the official fluid extract is not. 


audmissable. 


Podophyllin and? Leptandrin.—Merrell. 
Of which articles we were the first man- 
ufacturers. 

(rreen Plant and other fluid extracts.-Mer- 
roll. This remedies are positive Medi- 
agents; positive, not because they 
Will invariably cure disease, but because 
their sensitive properties definite, uni- 
forin aud certain. Sond for our paper 
On the subject of “Green Plant Fluid Ex- 
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Hydrastia Sulph.(Berberina Sulph. )Mer- 
This is the sulphate of the yellow 
alkaloid, which we present in crystals to 
guard against the substitution of impure 
and unskillful preparations in a powder 
ed form. Subsequent toits introduction 
by us under its present commercial title 


‘this salt was identified as Berberina by 


Mahla, Durand and others; bnt we donot 


consider it advisable to change the name 


by which it is known among the profes- 
sion until its identity shall be more fully 
known and recognized by them. 
Approxim. solubi ity in cold water 244 gr.to 1 oz. 
Aicohol 


6é 


“Adminisered in powder, combined with 
sugar of milk, or in solution; the latter 


is preferable. Dose 3 to + grain. 


Dr. Roberts Bartholomew’s formula for 
the use of Hydrastia Sulph. in Gonorr- 
hoea after the acute stage has passed. 
k Hydrastia Sulph. pure grs. x 
Mucilage Acacia - oz. i. j. 
Aqua hose * OZ. lv, 
~ Use 4 oz. as an injection. 


Dr. J. M. Scudder’s formula for its use 


in habitual Constipation. 


R Hydrastia Sulph. pure ¢ gr. 
Podophyllin 1-2). gr, 


Make one pill. © 


For general indicatlons for its use send 
for our circular upon the subjects of Sul- 
hate Hydrastia and Fluid Hydrastia. 
Etherial Oils.—Merrell. 
Lobelia Stillingia 
Capsicum Male Fern. 
Sanguinarina Nitrate.—Merrell. A new 
salt, first prepared and introduced by us | 
The indication for its use is distinct and 
positive; asense of constriction in the 
throat, with difficulty in deglutition. In 
Bronchitis, Pneumonia, and Laryngitis 
either acute or chronic it will provn our 
ative. Soluble in alcohol, water glycer- 
ine, or syrup. For use, add one grain to 
1 to 40z. syrup or water. 
Concentrated Nitrous Ether.—Merrell. 
For extemporaneous preparationof Spts 
of Nitrous Ether, U.S. P. 
Boro-Glyceride.— Merrell. The new An- 
tiseptic, Solid and solution. Solid con- 
tains 92° parts pure Glycerine and 62 
parts Boracic acid. Solution, 5) per 
cent. contains one-half an ounce solid 
Boro-Glyceride to each fluid ounce of 


liquid. 


M. E. OGBURN, Agent, 310 Battery Street, San Francisco. 
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Physicians who have been dissapointed in the use of favorite prescriptions 
have the remedy in their own hands. a 


Prescriptions and orders should read ‘Wm. S. M. Chem. Co.” 


Green Drug 


CHARACTERISTICS. 
Uniform strength, Convenience of administration, Non-liability 
to deterioration with age, Positive therapeutic efficacy. 


The WM. S. MERRELL CHEMICAL CO. will not hold themselves re- 


sponsible for the identity of Fluid extracts, filled out by druggists from 


bulk stock even though the written label may read “Merrell’s.” 
CAUTION.—Accept original packages only. | 
Please note that in offering these special preparations, there is no «t- 


tempt made to prescribe for the physician but simply to plece within his 


reach elegant and palatable combination of -known value, such as local 
pharmacists have not the means of preparing. Among our leading spec- 


ialties we take pleasure in mentioning the following: — 


Essence of Pepsin (fluid pepsin).—A direct solution of all the so!-. 
uble constituents of the peptic glands of the pig’s stomach, unchanged by 
chemical action or manipulation. It is without bad cdor or taste, «nd 
represents, in each fluid drachm the digestive power of at least 20 grs. U. 


S, P. Sacch, Pepsin. Readily used as a basis tu which may be added Am- 


monia Cit. Bismuth, strychnia, etc., as indicated. This prepaiation is 1ap- 
idly assuming its proper position at the very front of all preparations of 


pepsin. 


Nutritiv Hypophosphites.—A combination of the well-known formula 


of the hypophosphites of Lime, Soda, Iron, Potass. Quin. Strychuine ancl 
‘Manganese, with a vehicle of glycerine and cane-sugar syrup instead of 


elucose. More palatable, more permunent, aid less likely to disturb the 
stomach. It is sold as a legitimate pharmaceutical preparation at legiti- 
mate prices, and is unequalled in elegance and efficacy by any similar pre- | 
paration. Specify Nutritive Hypophosphites : Merrell. 


Eixir Pinus Compositus.—Considered by those who have used it 


as the most valuable routine expectorant in the market. It is unlike the 
many syrups, etc., under simiyar names, and the difference will be readily 
appreciated when tried. Formula supplied to the profession. 
Extract Trifollum Com pound.—From the well-known and approved 
prescription of Dr. E. F. Rush, prepared in a concentrated fourm, one bot- 
tle will make 3 pints Spr. Trifolium compd. By its use a stronger or 
weaker may be prepared as indicated. Formula furnished. 


‘Merrell Co’s” “Green Drug” Fluid Extracts, True Salicylic Acid, Salts 
of Hydrastis, Fluid Hydrastis and Specialties may be obtained of wholi- 
sale druggists throughout the United States, at the Home Office at Cin- 
cinnati, or the New York Office, 96 Maiden Lane, New York City. Prices 
current and printed matter ceeerfully supplied. — | 
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MISCRLIANROUS. 


~The Coming Session of Our State Society. 


By H. B, MEHRMANN, M. D., President, Oakland, Cal. 


The approaching session of the Eclectic Medical Society of 
California, to be held in San Francisco, on Nov. 22nd and 


25rd, will in all respects, perhaps be the most noted in the 


history of that organization. The time has arrived when all 
Kelectic and liberal practitioners are, by force of circumstances, 


not only compelled to maintain a strong defense, but must 
also assume the aggressive, in order that the freedom of our 


practice of medicine be unhampered by oppressive legislation. 


Our duties will be manifold at this gathering of our fellows. 


Steps must be taken to prepare ourselves to fight again, the 


battles we fought during the last session of the legislature, 


at the next convention of that body. It must, however, be 


borne in mind that the controversy will be far more bitter 
this time, than it was before, because of the severe lesson 


taught the allopaths in the last engagement, wherein they 


discovered by their overwhelming defeat, that the Eclectics 
and Homeeopaths of California were neither dead nor sleep- 


ing. 
What a cruel awakening bia the blissful slumbers of suc- 
cess, awaited the over-confident Plummer. What a weep- 


ing, wailing and gnashing of teeth there was during his at- 


tempted contradiction of the views presented bythe Homeo- 
paths and Eclectics, before that Senate Committee, those 
who were there, alone can realize. As has been suggested 
by our standard bearer, D. Maclean, M. D., now is the time 
to form a Pacific Coast Association for our Lee protection ; 


and measures with that object in view will be brought up at — 


this gathering of the Society. An association of this kind, 
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and at this time would be eminently proper. By such a 
union our collective as well as our individual interests could 
be advanced as they should. The association would give us 
such concentration of our forces that we would have the pow- 
er to withstand with a great degree of certainty, all attacks 
emade upon us by our common enemy,—the octopus Allopathi- 
cus. During the recent war wherein we appeared before the 
legislature these facts were conclusively proven, viz: : 
Ist. That the HKclectics and Homeopaths of California 
will not be wiped out of existence. 2nd, That the people 
are becoming tired of this constant desire to legislate, sole- 


5; ly in behalf of the allopathic school as against all others. 38rd, 

i That itis a mistaken idea, entertained by some, that California 

q legislators can only be reached by one argument—that 

7 of gold. 4th, That the Eclectics and Homeopaths should 

a work hand in hand, shoulder to shoulder, and by doing so 

j ) can defeat their enemy on every hand. (5th, That the re- 

. spectable and solid members of the allopathic school do not 

desire to have any cinch or unjust. passed. But yet 

they will bear watching. 

The paper read by that all important, rnest Hart, on 

a the 7th of September, before the Allopathic Medical Congress, 

at Washington, D. C., wherein he speaks of Homco- 

: paths as quacks, unfit to practice medicine, plainly exhibits _ 

a the feeling of the so-called “regular” fraternity: besides re- 

fi cording in letters of burnished brass the infinitesimal quan- 

q tity of gray nerve substance contained in that gentleman’s 
# cranium. That a body of learned gentlemen can sit quietly 7 
4s in God’s free country and listen to such an argument is im-_ / 
possible, but that a body or congregation of bigots can do 
so, 1s now clearly proven. | 
i Those like: Hart, who arrogantly proclaim their wisdom 
. over all, are but harmless creatures, whose bark is worse 
a than their bite, but who when properly handled become the bs 
{ formidable mouth pieces of those really brainy designers, 
g who remain under cover and perform their deadly work : 


wie 
i 
‘ 
ith 
if 
ih 
i, 
ies 
i 
\ 
‘ 
if 


& 
% 
3 
4 
% 
P 


MISCELLANEOUS. 457 


through such organs. All liberal physicians and surgeons 
are respectfully invited to attend the above named meeting. 
You should in fact consider it your duty to be there. 


Medical Societies. 


Report of meeting of the Alameda County Eciectic Medical Association, Au>ust 


28th, 1893, DR. WEBSTER, President. Subject, Discussion upon a patho- 
by Drs. Fearn and Church. 


The specimen was a heart of a man, 60 years of age. He 
had been addicted to the use of liquor, but complained of no 
heart difficulty until, some time before his death, while mak- 
ing an unusual muscular exertion, he felt something give 


way; from then began his trouble. Dr. Fearn was called to 


the case, and diagnosed it as mitralinsufficiency. Dr. Church 


‘in consultation confirmed the diagnosis by Dr. Fearn. He 
found the apex beat, instead of being in the fifth intercostal 
- space was pushed down to the sixth, and was about half way 


between the axillary and mammary line. ‘The first beat was 


loud, and followed by a loud blowing sound. There was in- | 
creased heart’s action. The pulse was full and strong, and 
did not vary much from normal. All these symptoms show- 
ed conclusively the valvular insufficiency and regurgitation. 
Autopsy revealed ossification of the valve, with one of the | 


chords tendine broken. The breaking of the cord undoubt- 
edly occurred at the time of the undue exertion, and the os- 
sification was the result of disturbances thus caused. 


From this case and observations of many similar ones, the 


conclusion is drawn that after a man has reached the age of 
60 years it is not safe to make severe trial of muscular strength. 


Dr. Fearn, and others, reported the use of convallaria maja- 


lis, as a heart tonic, better than cactus, as it does not irritate 
_the stomach. 

Dr. Stark reported the case of a child ies without anus 
or genital organs, and with a rupture of the umbilicus one 


and a half inches wide and one inch protruding. The her- 
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nia was put back and supported, and an attempt was made, 
to the depth of one-half inch, to make an artificial anus, but 
nothing was reached. | 


Meeting of Sept. llth, Dr. Webster presiding; Dr. W. B. 

Church, essayist. Subject, Surgical Treatment of Piles. * 
Discusston— 


i Turner—What are the objections to carbolic acid in- 
jections ? 


Dr. Church—Very severe hemorrhage often occurs; also 


abscess, pyeemia, and most important, a blood clot is liable 


to form and be carried into the circulation, resulting in ab- 
scess of the liver—if it goes to the liver— orit may be carried 


to the heart or brain. 


Dr. Fearn—I have always considered the most danger to 
be from embolism, and have injected many piles with no 


harm whatever. In regard to external piles, is it not well 


to encircle them with a ligature, and cut them off to do away 


with the tag which causes more or less inconvenience ? 


After using the clamp, how Icng is the wound in healing? 
Dr. Church—lIt is not best to ligate the external piles, as 
after the incision they cure themselves, the tag becoming a 
mere pouch of skin, and more or less obliterated, while the 


cutting off would cause cicatrization. After using clamps, a 
week is needed for healing, during which time the bowels 


must be kept locked. Capillary piles are best treated with’ 
nitric acid, cautery or torsion. moe 

Cocaine is not useful about the rectum, and so used is’ 
more apt to produce cocaine poisoning. 

Dr. Webster—Many of the fatal cases from the use of car- 
bolic acid are due to (the peripatetic doctors. Might they 
not have been just as unsuccessful with the other methods. 

It is a very difficult matter to apply a ligatnre to a bleed- 


* (Paper found among Original Communications. Ep.) | 


‘ 
‘Fe 
ri 
i 
{ 
4 4 
fi, 
a 
he 
Py 
] 
i 
i, 
‘ 
vi 
4, 
4 
ib 
is 
‘ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


ing artery in the rectum, unless the patient is under the in- 
fluence of chloroform. 


A motion was carried to change the time of meeting to. 
the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month. 


Adjourned 
L. Stone, M. D., Sec’y. 


College Notes. 


—The students are now looking forward to the close of — 
school. Some are beginning to count the weeks and even the 
days. Juniors and Freshman are anticipating rest and recrea- 
tion, and the Seniors are thinking seriously of the “Final”. 

Mid-term vacation is passed, and they feel that they have 
turned the last corner and now it is a straight pull for home. 


They are doing good work, and success will 
crown their efforts. 


—We have hada large number of visitors this month. 

Mrs. Walter Brown, cousin of Dr. Burns, and an old friend 
of the Dean, attended several lectures. She is astaunch ad- 
vocate of Eclecticism. 


—Other visitors were Miss Knott, a graduate of Snell’s 
seminary, and Miss Waters of the State Normal—friends of 


Mrs. Byrne—Miss Kittie Kelly, Miss Haleman,Mrs. Fant, Mrs. 


Linscott and Miss Jessamine Raymond. 


—Several physicians have also given usa call. Among 
these were Dr. Tanner, Drs. Luella Stone and Carrie Cook, 
Mrs. Dr. Hamilton, Dr. C. Z. Ellis and Dr. Murrell of Tracy. 


—Julia P. and Nellie M. Squires have contested the will of 
their father, the late John Squires. They ask that the will 
be set aside on the ground that the testator was non com- 
pos mentis, and that the distribution of property be made 
according to law. H. Kylberg, L. L. D., appears as council 
for the contestant,and Attorney Pickering to defend the will. 
A number of witnesses have been summoned and a jury im- 
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paneled, Judge Pastor presiding. ‘The case bids fair to be 
an interesting one. 


—As our readers may not be acquainted with these parties 
we might say that the California Medical College is the court- 
room, the attorneys are members of the senior class, the 
judge is a junior, and the trial will proceed under the super- 
vision of Prof. M. C. Hassett, our lecturer on Medical Juris- 
prudence. This work will probably consume a part of the 
professor's hour for several weeks the object being to give 
the students more of a practical insight of court procedures. 


—Reports are already coming in from those who expect 
tobe in attendance next year. Dr. Ward, of the Junior | 
class announces that Mrs. Crackbun, of Oakland, will matyi- 
culate at the beginning of next session. She, with her hus- 
band visited the school a few days ago. He has also receiv- 
ed a communication from Mrs. Jessie Luvis, of Singapore, 
India, in response to a letter and college announcement which 
he recently sent. She is a talented woman who has been en- 
gaged in missionary efforts in that place, but will be with us 
by next spring. The doctor should be commended for his. 
interest in the school and we might say to others, “Go thou, 
and do likewise. ” 


Time was, when every doctor was his own apothecary. 
But now. our enterprising wholesale Drug and Chemical 
houses have not only done away with all that, but even, in 
many instances, with the necessity of his mentioning ingre- 


- dients in prescriptions. This is greatly to the convenience 
; * and benefit of both physician and patient. 

B ‘The Amick Chemica] Co., of Cincinnati, have a Theory and 
i “Method of Treatment for consumption and all diseases of the 
Ww air passages that is generally endorsed by the profession. 


} ; They will freely furnish information in regard to it on request. 


4 
Te 
d 
¥ tual 
Ht 
i? 
A 
i 
Be! 
Hi 
‘ { 
t 
i 
| 
bi 
by 
{ 
j 
ty 
th 
hy 
‘Fal 
hal 
af 
Hi 
fir 
F 


MISCELLANEOUS. 461 


New Recruits. 


Dear Editor:— | 
In accordance with your request I herewith submit a re- 
port of certificates issued by the Board of Examiners of the 
Eclectic Medical Society of the State of California, since pub-— 
lication of the Official Register, in January last. 


Name ScHoor 
Mary E.Tanner, ‘SanFrancisco, Iowa Eclectic Med. Coll- 
C. W. Tite, Tehachipi © Eclectic Med. Institute. 


Cameron Knight, San Francisco, California Med. Coll. 
Alex. W. Corel, San Diego, Ee. Med. Coll. N. Y. City. 
Arthur H. Bryant, San Franciscu, Ee. Med. Coll. N. Y. City. 
Luella Stone, Oakland. Medical Oovllege. 
Chas. Jno. Schmidt, San Francisco. Eclectic Med. Institute. 
Geo. W. Finch, Los Angeles, Cal. Medical College: 


G. Van Voorhees, Lemoore, Ee. Medical Institute. 
Thos. D. Worrall, Los Angeles, Ec. Medical Iustitute. 
T. D. Smith, ‘Yreka, jo Ee. Medical Institute. 
Flora W. Smith, Yreka, Ke. Medical Institute. 
James S. Hayes, Los Angeles, Ec. Medical Institute. 
“J. B; Baker, San Francisco, Ec. Medical Institute. 
Thos. Feemster, Oakdale, American Med. College. 


Geo. G. Gere, M. D., 
Sec’y Board of Exam. Ke. Med. Soc. 


Strontium Bromide in Epilepsy. 


The constantly increasing number of incurable epileptics, 
both in asylums and at large, occasions an ever-growing de- 
mand for new drugs, from which we may at least hope to ef- 
fect some improvement, in either their physical condition, or 
a diminution of the number of seizures. 

Among the recent applicants for medical favor in this line 
has been the bromide of strontium (Paraf-Javal), purporting 
to be a salt free from the impurities of the ordinary commer- 


4! 
‘ 
i 4 
" 
f¢ 
f 
i 
i 
» 
‘ 
a 4 
| 
4 \ 
r 
| 


= = _ - 


SAE 


— 
: 


= 
we 
~ 


than beneficial results. Above.all, we have to note continu- 


was commenced), a very much lessened somnolent effect. the 


a patient, age 28, suffering from Pneumonia and Typhoid 
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cial article, which render it unfit foy continued use, or even 
poisonous in moderate doses. This statement as to its non- 
toxic action we have found to be well founded, no evil re- 
sult having followed 30-grain doses repeated thrice daily, and 


no case that has been treated with the salt has shown other 


ed absence of bromide acne (even the disappearance of the 
rash, though it was present when the use of the strontium 


patients without exception appearing brighter and more 
cheerful under its use than with the sodium salt, and finally 
certain excitable cases were less quarrelsome after a seizure, 
than under the every-day treatment; points all of very con- 
siderable value, both in private and asylum practice. 


ror the oldest, best equipped, and most enterprising 


of the wholesale drug establishments of San Francisco is 
the house of Redington & Ue,, on the corner of Second and 
Stevenson Streets. 


They carry a complete stock of all the old and well-tried 
drugs as well as the newer pr eparations of merit. Druggists 


physicians from country districts who supply their 
tients with medicines, will be elegantly treated whenever 


they may find it convenient to call on this well-known firm. 


T. J. Payor, M. D., ete., No. 4 Lorne Villas, Clevedon, 
Somerset, England, May 23rd, 1891, writes: 
I take pleasure in giving the following notes on Bromupta. 


Blood Poisoning (the latter was contracted when in the con- 
valescence stage), complained of Insomnia, and I put him on 
Bromipia. Even when in good health he had suffered more 
or less from Insomnia, but after having taken Bromip1a he 
slept without difficulty and very naturally, and no headache 
or constipation followed its use, as was the case when other 
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narcotics were administered. Iwas very pleased with the 
results, and prescribe Bromipia often now. 


“Ficzema is probably the most common Skin Disease that 


we are called upon to treat. A noted physician used to say: 


‘There were but two great classes of Skin Disease—one be- 
ing Eczema and the other was not!” He knew this to be in- 
correct, but it was his object to impress upon the mind that 


Kezema, in some of its forms, was the Skin Disease that most 
commonly afflicted the Human Family. In the treatment of 


Kiczema our Sheet Anchor has been Fowler’s Solution, Dono- 
van’s Solution, etc. Well, it isan established fact, that these 
remedies have virtues, but it needs no argument to convince 
the physician that the Elixir Six Iodides is a remedy much su_ 


_ perior to the foregoing. The local treatment, however, must 
‘not be overlooked.” 


Bureau of Information. 


The State Medical Sociaty: has Sainte’ a ‘‘Bureau of In- 


information” regarding locations desirable for physicians and 


surgeons. Any one knowing of good locations, or desiring 


to sell locations, or wishing competent assistants, should com- 


municate with the secretary. 
Any advertised location in this Journat that has been filled, 
please notify the secretary, that its publication may be with- 


drawn. 


The following locations have been sent in for publication: 


MONTEREY—No Kclectic located in the placé. Chance for a good 
office overa bank. Dr. A. E. Colerick, of Pacific Grove, going 
East. will recommend his patients to an industrious, sober Kcleetic 


physician. 
MAPLETON, KANSAS—Dr. Thomas Feemster; wishes to sell or 


exchange with parties living in California, ood location. Terms 
upon application to the party. 
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SATICOY—Dr. J. W. Rue. Practice worth $4,000 a year.. Will 
sell the same and 5 room Queen Ann house, 2 large lots, barn, out- 
houses, etc., for $4,000. House alone worth $5,000. Grounds 
beautifully decorated, exquisite view of ocean and valley. Reasons 


for selling: Retiring from practice and going East. Excellent 


chance four an honorable and energetic man. Chance good for 


sixty days. Address Dr. J, W. Rue. Saticoy; or C. E. Day & Co’ 
12158. Broadway. ‘Los Angeles, Cal. 


WALNUT CREEK—No Eclectic in the place. Population of town 
400. Large surrounding country. One physician in the place; 
intemperate. Dr. J. W. Huckins of Danville, will do all he can too 
assist the new-comer. 


COTTONWOOD, SHasta Co.—It has been reported to this ‘“Bu- 
reau” that there isan excellent opening for an Eclectic at the 
above town. 


OAKDALE—Dr. L. Po wishes a partner. He has been in place 
sixteen months. First twelve months made over, $3,000, For 


particulars apply to secretary. 


KNIGHTS FERRY—Twelve miles from Oakdale. No Eclectic in 


‘place. Good opening. 


DOWNIEVILLE—A practice amounting from $2,400 to $3,000 for 
sale, for $200 cash. For full particulars’ address C. Z. Ellis, M. D., 
Downieville, California. | 


SAN FRANCISCO—Two thousand dollars will buy books and instru- 
ments worth $1,000, furniture worth $1,500, and the good-will of a 
good paying practice in the city of San Francisco. Office rent free. 


Reason for selling, ill health. Address, ‘‘DOCTOR,”’ California 
_ Journal Co., 1420 Folsom st., San Francisco. 


Also two good locations in the country for active wo orkers. 


All letters addressed to the secretary of the ‘Bureau of 


Information of Locations” will be answered promptly. 


J.C. Farmer, M..D., Sec’y. 
921 Larkin St. 
San Francisco. 


WANTED—A Gynecological Chair. State how long in use, make 
and price. Address 
Box 206, 


Oakdale, Cal. 


‘be 
fy 
a 
q 
4 
4 
if 
- 
fi 
4 
Bnd 
W 
| | 
by 
4 f 
iy 
ded 
tad 
a 
Ba 
‘ 
fo 
+ 
fhe, 
| 
] 
| 
| 
‘ 
‘ 
i 
au 
‘ 
at 
ti: 
ay uf 


What You Want. 


You want «The Annual” of Eclectic Medicine and Sur- 


very, fourth volume, which will be issued in November next, 


and you want tosend the price, $2.35, toJ. V. Stevens, M. D., 
103 State St., Chicago, Illinois. 

The annual contains the observations and experience of 
the most careful practitioners, and clinical observers of our 
school. It has become an indispensable reference book for 


those desiring to be abreast of the times in the literature of 


Eclectic Medicine and Surgery. 


You are one of these people, and your $2 85 will help 
make the book better and better. Not only should you send 


your coin, but you should send the very best thought you 


have evolved during the past year, that it may be preserved 
for future reference and comparison. Send your paper 
and subscription. : 


You also want the “Transactions of the National Eclectic 


Medical Association and World’s Congress of Eclectics.” It 
will contain more than 1000 pages, the productien of our 
best writers and thinkers. If you are a member of the “Na- 
tional,” with your dues paid in full, you can have the ‘‘ Trans- 
actions” by forwarding $1.50, or if you are not a member, 
send $5.00 to Secretary Stevens, or better still $7.35 for both 
publications. 

The Journat will take your money and attend to the mat- 
ter for you. eee D. M. 


Postponed. 


Professor Webster, owing to unexpected circumstances, has’ 


had to postpone his visit to Washington and Oregon. His 
trip is now set for the month of June next, when the weather 
will be more agreeable, and he can leisarely pursue his 
journey with greater comfort. He is going—await his com- 
ing D. M. 
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Dying Hard. 


It seems that the allopaths of other countries, are dying 
even harder than those of our own land. They would bet- 
ter come over to free America and learn to both live and die 
like men. Our friends of the regular school are gradually 
crowing more progressive in their ideas, liberal in their views, 
and tolerant in their relations with men of other schools; 


the wishes of Mr. Earnest Hart to the contrary. 


In proof of the above statement: at the recent meeting of | 


: the American Medical Association a committee was appoint- 


ed to revise the “ code. A part of the work of this commit- 


tee was to recommend that the section pertaining to ‘con- 


sultations,’’ read as follows: A thorough medical educa- 


tion furnishes the only presumptive evidonce of professicnal 


ability and requirements and ought to be the only acknowl- 
edged right of an individual to the exercise and honors of 
his profession. Nevertheless, as the good of the patient is 
the sole object in view, and this is often depended on per- 
sonal confidence, no intelligent practitioner who has a license 
to practice from some medical board of known and acknowl- 


edged legal authority to issue such license, and who isin 


xood moral and professional standing in the place in which 

he resides, should be refused eonsultation when it is request- 

ed by the patient. ” 
This one step toward liberality and common sense, marks a 


_ new erain the professional relationship of the different schools 


of medicine; and is in strong contrast to the arrogant views of 
Mr. Ernest Hart, as elsewhere mentioned; and also to the 
radical action of those who preferred charges against us, in 


a medical society, because we said we had and we would con- 


sult with Eclectics and Hlomceopaths if they were gentlemen. 
and in good standing in their own schools. v. 


s@s> The job printing department of the JournaL is pre- 
pared to turn out books, pamphlets, office stationery, ete. in 
good shape, quick time, and at fair prices. Try us. 
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Why Delay. 


We have noticed different opinions expressed in regard to 
the proper treatment in cases of abortion, in the earlier weeks 
of pregnancy. Our practice invariably is, to remove the con- 
tents of the uterus without delay when it can be done with- 
out inflicting any special injury to the parts. As to the pain 
caused by such treatment, it need cut no figure in the case, 
as we can aiways obviate all unnecessary pain by the admin- 
istration of a little chloroform. It is a rare case that cannot 
be relieved in a few minutes, by the use of a good spoon cu- 
rette. Any one who has had the advantage of examining a 
pregnant uterus in its earlier stages will have observed the 
little pulp-like membrane lining the fundus and dropping 
down in folds, to later fuse together and envelope the em- 
bryo; and they can not but bestruck with its friableness, as it 
can beeasily scraped off with the finger-nail. This being true, — 
we can not see where the danger lies—which many seem to 
so much dread—in removing this membrane with a curette, 
lgproperly handled: on the contrary it seems to us that the 
danger is in not removing it. 

We can do in a few minutes, with a curette, what it would 
take hours of suffering for the woman to accomplish, if she 
did so at all; and if she did not succeed in expelling it, we 
would likely have a bad hemorrhage to treat; and finally a 
decomposing mass so come away, taking days to do so, and 
all the while menacing the patient's life with septic poison- 
ing. Any physician with ordinary dexterity, can do this 
operation quickly and successfull *; and when due caution 
is used in the use of the instrument, and the scraping pro- 
cess is followed by a thorough flushing of the uterine cavity 
with a hof, antiseptic solution, there 1s no danger, neither 
from hemorrhage nor septic conditions. v. 
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Should Women Practice Medicine? 


This is a question, upon which there is a great diversity 
of opinions. These opinions assume every shade, from prac- 
tical reasoning to the most absurd and ridiculous unreason- 


-ableness. Some claim that house-hold drudgery is a woman’s 


sphere, and that she should not aspire to anything higher: 
others will say that the duties of maternity—which, from 


the laws of nature, must fall alone rpon woman—should ab- 
sorb her mind and claim her entire time: another would al- 


low her the privilege of aspiring to music and the arts. But 


the masses are averse to her entering the professions; though 
gome will admit that she is a success, as a te sacher. 


Now let us see what is required in the make-up of a suc- 
cessful physician; and then see if “ woman” pussesses these 


faculties. 
A physician should pe well educated. He should have 


- good reasoning pow ers. He should have keen perceptive 
faculties. He should be quickwitted, for emergencies. He 


should have a sympathetic nature and a kind dispositi 


He should ever be considerate of his patient’s welfare, vet 


aggressive enough to do what he may see demanded. He 


should have dextrous hands, and a delicate touch. He 


should have good morals. 
That women are possessed of these attributes in a marked 


degree, has been proven in the halls of learning: in the courts 


of justice: in her intuitiveness: in emergencies and times of 
danger: in the sick-room and the home circle: in attending 
the sick and wounded on the field of battle: in the galleries 
of art: and in the moral atmosphere that ever surrounds her. 
Then where-in is she found wanting? It is she, whose kind 
look, sympathizing words and gentle touch can assuage the 
pain, or make soft the dying pillow. It is she, who can un- 
derstand the physical pains, the worry and heart-aches of a 
mother. Her heart is full of tenderness and love; and suffer- 
ing and distress always call forth her sympathies. | 

Since she has proven herself-a scholar, a soldier, a teacher, 
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a martyr, a lawyer and a preacher, why deny her the field 
of medicine? v. 


Our Journal. 


‘¢ What can I do for our JournaL?” is a question that must 
often have been considered by all of our friends. Inmany in- 
stances the answer has been a tangible offering, showing the 
faith of the individual in the value of his efforts. In other 
cases the result of effort is so far below desire, that it seems 
of no value and is entirely withheld. This ig the vital mis- 
take of our friends. Faith is the corner-stone of every suc- 
cess; it imparts worth and vitality to any cuterpene, ereat 
or sinall. 

Do not undervalue anything you can do for us. If you 
cannot send the names of ten new subscribers, do not on 
that account refuse to send five, or even one. If you cannot 
pay all arrears, do not let it prevent your paying a portion, 
-howevev small. If you cannot write a brilliant ten-page ar- 
ticle, do not on that account hesitate an instant to send the 
ten-line item; it may be exactly what some > practitioner needs 
to help him out of a pinch. _ 

A practical illustration of the great value of many smal} 
helps is furnished by the street-car lines of a great city; 
tracks are laid, cables ordered, wires are hung, horses are 
purchased, immense power houses are erected, cars are built, 
an army of men are employed, and all are paid for, and kept - 
in operation, by means of the despised nickle. It is by a 
continued shower of five cent fares, that the funds for these 
mighty enterprises are accumulated. Remember us, friends. 
and do not despise the day of small things; many a nickle 
makes an eagle. | M. 


The job printing of the Journat is pre- 
pared to turn out books, pamphlets, office stationery, ete. in 
good shape, quick time, and at fair prices. Try us. 
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Our Alumni. 


We trust that all graduates of the California Medical Col- 
lege, who have not joined the Alumni Association, will lose 
no time in sending their names to the secretary. Not only 
do we want them enrolled, but we hope to meet them per- 


sonally, without exception, at the November meeting of the 


State Society. Shake off dull care for a few days, boys a and 
girls, and come home to your alma mater. 

Let us see each other face to face, strike glad hands of 
friendship and mutual interest, hear the stories of trials and 
triumphs, and weed all tares of professional jealousy from 
our hearts, planting therein the seeds of fraternal kindness. 
There are plans for the future to be laid, ways and means to 
be considered by which we may prove by our deeds, that Ke- 
lecticism is of the people and for the people. Not only are 


there schemes of head and heart to be considered, but our 


loving mother has a tenderness for creature comforts as wel); 
the pantry will be filled with cookies and cider. Come, all 


come, you will find the latch-string aswing in the breezes. 


M. 


~ The Chicago Medical Times has very kindly published the 


list of locations in California, as reported by the “Bureau of 


Information” in the Mepicat Journat. We hearti- 
ly thank the Times for this helping hand; and we hope that 


others of our exchanges will take up this good work and 
help us to fill, within the next year, every vacancy existing 


in the state. Every journal that feels any interest in the 
matter, can well afford to do this much for the cause, gratis. 
There are always some who wish, for one reason or another, 
to change their locations; and it is by this method that we 
wish to inform such, and also recent graduates, of desirable 
locations. v. 
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— 


Mr. Earnest Hart, editor of the British Medical Journal, 
attended the meeting of the Medical Association at Milwau- 
kee and made several addresses which were kindly received. 
The iil has a circulation of 17,000 copies each week. 

Chicago Medical Times. 

No doubt Mr. Hart’s remarks were kindly received | by 
those present at the association, but the Times surely does 
not know what the nature of, at least one address was, or it 
would not think that Mr. Earnest Hart, ought to be favora- 
bly mentioned by any liberal principled journal in the land. 
We clip the following from the Daily Examiner: “The sessions 
of the Pan-American Medical Congress continued to-day. - 
-Karnest Hart, editor of the British Medical Journal, delivered 
an address on the ethics of the medical profession, in which 


he classed the homceopaths as quacks and as men not to be 
recognized as doctors nor to be consulted with. ” 


Now as far as we are concerned, we do not care if Mr. 
Hart was editor of forty ‘British’ Medical Journals and each 
of them had a circulation of 17,000, 000, we would never con- 


done such utterances. Vv. 


Book NOTSss. 


DYNAMICAL THERAPEUTICS. A work devoted to the 
Theory and Practice of Specific Medication, with special 
reference to the newer remedies, with a clinical index, 
adapting it to the needs of the busy practitioner. By 
Hersert T. Wesster, M. D., Professor of the Principles 
of Medicine and Pathology, formerly professor of the 
Theory and Practice of Medicine in the California 
Medical College (Hclectic), San Francisco; assisted by | 
J. U. Lloyd, Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry and Phar- 
macy in the Eclectic Medical Institute, Cincinnati; and 
Kent O. Foltz, M. D., Akron, Ohio. 
Thisis a volume of neurty seven hundred pages, and Takes 
quite an addition to our therapeutics. The author divides 
remedies into two great classes: plasma and plastic remedies. 
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each remedy. Fifteen classes are given under this head; that 


ductless glands, eve and ear. 


knowledge of the specific action, of not only the newer reme- 


tive on the subjects treated, we believe the author has laid 
_ the foundation for future classification of remedies and the 


- Broadway, Oakland, Cal.; or from the California Drug Co. 


BooK NOTES. 


Plasma remedies, besides the inorganic proximate princi- 
ples he divides into blood makers; and antiseptic, antizymotie, 
and corrective remedies. 

Plastic remedies he classifies in relation to their influence 
on systems, organs and tissues; giving an individuality to 


is, remedies which influence the osseous, nervous, circulatory 
lymphatic, muscular and cutaneous systems; digestive, respi- 
ratory, urinary and sexual organs; perosteum, articulations, 


It is a work that should be in the hands of every practi- 
tioner who is desirous of being abreast of the timesin a 


dies, but many of the older ones. 
While we do not consider the work by any means exhaus- 


correct line for the indications of their therapeutical use. 
All men of thought, no matter what their school may be, 
are to-day looking towards the indications for the use of 
drugs under certain pathological conditions. Our school 
leads, with Professor Webster far in advance. 
The work can be procured from the author, Cor. 8th and 


1420 Folsom St. 8. F. Price, Cloth, $5.00; Leather, $6.00" 


THE BOOK OF THE FAIR. By Hovsert H, Bancrort. 

We have received one of the monthly issues of this mag- 
nificent work; and can only pronounce it snperb. It contains 
not only the scenes—which are most artistically executed— 
of the most important features of the Fair, but also contains 
a short sketch of each, thus affording much valuable infor- 
mation. It isa book that should be in every house-hold in 
the land; especially in the homes of those who were not for- 
tunate enough to visit the Fair in person. 
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FOR THE SKIN. The: antiseptic qualities. of Bo: ate Sodium: 
sirable for the preservation: of thé dermal tissues, aid to: remove and prev 18: 
It is valuable for roughness of the skin, cOmedonés, mittum, bio ches; excessive greasinessof 
skin, for softening. and preventing: roughness and cha of. the hands, Tt corrects. “abnotmal- 
ties of the sebaceous glands, ot the Skin, and: ts. further: ‘tsefu 


to repair dermar tissueg ‘When they hi the dele rious “aetion and... 


henefit: Acne vulgaris-et rosace, seborrhoea, eczemateus eruption, herbes: psoriasis. 


syphilitic eruptions, dermatitis; ulcerations; pruritic conditions, parasitic diseases, -asiscabies; . 
therelief of rins polsoning, and for the-removal pediculi.. A cls Skin is: necessary an. 
course of medication,;. 4and.Asepsin Soap. is a rational Cleanser: | 


IN SURGERY:: —The surgeon will find it val wable. “for cleansi ne as. well as the. 
tor’s hands, sponges. aud instruments... For its cléansing and-antiseptic effects it Tany be em iployea 
in wounds of all kinds, chitblains,: bed pores. uleration, pustules; aad removing: offens and 


_IN GYNACOLOGY.—It is usefnl in {erjtating and. Softensive” mitant to’ 
of females; giving tise to pruritic. and. 4nflammatory conditions. -Leticorrhoea, ‘simple. vaginitis 
and vulvitis, ulcerations and pruritus. vulve, are gonditions. An which At: ds particularly indicated... 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES:—In the exanthemata it should’ employed to. hasten: 


“> 


At the time. received the Asepsin Soup, ‘was suffering intensely, from 


t 


ready tried, With scarvely even temporary relief; all-~or-bearly. ati--the standard remedies for this. 
Woll-Kn9 Ww: UB woll-nizh with th» intelerable iting, pticking, sticking, 
ing biting, pain: Lhad- beer na: arly sleepless for soverak pasily 


ed with my:. ptotosatomal work all: day fong that it seamed to me that lifé 
could get no restate night. frequently.sprang from: my- bed, and AY. 


Your Asepsin Soap weed withoutrfaith, but with. autonishing almost timed 
ate relief an@ease. think have, never’ before recommended any ‘preparation, but. 
hothing less than gratitude is dué you for this benefit, and hat. titude T.express 
how. I have delayed man ‘Weeks. Am 
Was of a kind not.to be ONION 
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Plasma remedies, besides the inorganic proximate princi- 
ples he divides into blood makers; and antiseptic, aHuIEY motie, 
and corrective remedies. 

Plastic remedies he classifies in relation to their influence 
on systems, organs and tissues; giving an individuality to 
each remedy. Fifteen classes are given under this head; that 


is, remedies which influence the osseous, nervous, circulatory 


lymphatic, muscular and cutaneous systems; digestive, respi- 


ratory, urinary and sexual | organs; per osteum, articulations, 


ductless glands, eve and ear. 

It is a work that should be in the hands of every practi- 
tioner who is desirous of being abreast of the times in a 
knowledge of the specific action, of not only the newer reme- 
dies, but many of the older ones. | 

While we do not consider the work by any means exhaus- 


tive on the subjects treated, we believe the author has laid 


the foundation for future classification of remedies and the 
correct line for the indications of their therapeutical use. 

All men of thought, no matter what their school may be, 
are to-day looking towards the indications for the use of 
drugs under certain pathological conditions. Our school 
leads, with Professor Webster far in advance. 

The work can be procured from the author, Cor. 8th and 
Broadway, Oakland, Cal.; or from the California Drug Co. 
1420 Folsom St. S. F. Price, Cloth, $5.00; Leather, $6. 00 ; 


THE BOOK OF THE FAIR. By Huserr H, Bancrorv. 

We have received one of the monthly issues of this mag- 
nificent work; and can only pronounce it snperb. It contains 
not only the scenes—which are most artistically executed— 
of the most important features of the lair, but also contains 
a short sketch of each, thus affording much valuable infor- 
mation. It isa book that should be in every house-hold in 
the land; especially in the homes of those who were not for- 
tunate enough to visit the Fair in person. 
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FOR THE SKIN.—The antiseptic qualities of Asepsin and Borate of Sodium make this soap de- 
sirable for the preservation of the dermal tissues, and to remove and prevent cutaneous blemishes 
It is valuable for roughness of the skin, acne, comedones, milium, blotches, exceSsive greasiness of 
skin, for softening and preventing roughness and chapping of the hands. It corrects abnormali- 
ties of the sebaceous glands, thereby regulating the lubrication of the skin, and is further useful 


to repair dermal tissues when they have been subjected to the deleterious action of chalks and 
cosmetic lotions. | | 


CUTANEOUS DISEASES.—For the following skin affections it may be used freely with marked 


henefit: Acne vulgaris et rosace, seborrhoea, eczematous eruption, herbes, psoriasis, prurigo 


syphilitic eruptions, dermatitis, ulcerations, pruritic conditions, parasitic diSeases, asiscables, for. 


iherelief of rhns poisoning, and for the removal of pediculi. A clean skin is necessary in any 
course of medication, and Asepsin Soap is a rational cleanser. | ae 3 


IN SURGERY.—The surgeon will find it valuable for cleansing the patient as well as the opera- 
tor’s hands, sponges and instruments. For its cleansing and antiseptic effects it may be employed 
in wounds of all kinds, chilblains, bed sores, ulceration, pustules, and for removing offensive and 
irritating discharges, and as a foot wash. | | fs 


IN GYNECOLOGY.—It is usefnl in irritating and offensive discharges co1.c mitant to diseases 


of females, giving rise to pruritic and inflammatory conditions. Leucorrhoea, simple vaginitis z 


and vulvitis, ulcerations and pruritus vulve, are conditions in which it is pacticularly indicated. 


CON TAGLOUS DISEASES.—In the exanthemata it should b employed to hasten desqucmation 
tnerby shortening the period of contagiousness and hastening convalescence. 


At the time I received the Asepsin Soup, I was suffering intensely from pruritusani, and had. ai 
ready tried, With scarcely even temporary relief, all—or nearly all—the standard remedies for this 


Woll-Knowa ailmont., Iwas well-nizo crazed with the intolerable itzshing, pricking, sticking, gnaw- 


ing bitins, buraing prin. [had been nearly sleepless for soveral nizaots, was so busily en- 
“. ed wita my professional work all day long that itSeemed to me that life was a burden, and I 
could get no rest at night. I frequently sprang from my bed, and ran wildly, crazily any where ;— 


suicide would not be strange in anyone in such a condition. 


Your Asepsin 8oap y used without faith, but with astonishing and almost immedi- 
«te relief and ease. I think I have never before recommended any special preparation, but 


wothing less than gratitude is due you for this benefit, and that gratitude I express most heartily 


iow. I have delayed this letter many weeks, but I am stll as thankful as ever, for my sufierin 
vas ofa kind notto be forgotten, PAUL T. BUTLER, M. D., Alamo, Michigan 


ASEPSIN SOAP IS NOW READY FOR THE MARKET. 
PRICE, $1.40 PER DOZEN. | 

lor toilet purposes, a cake of ordinary soap of this size is sold iod 25 cdnts. — In 

order to introduee it, un-receipt of 49 cents in postage stamps, we will, for a time 

scnd one-fourth dozen cakes by mail to any physician who has not previously pur- 

vhased it. Send for a quarter dozen, and you will never employ or recommend any 


‘in stoek. Address 


LLOYD BROTHERS, 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


other soap, either for toilet or medicinal purposes. Ask your druggist to keep it. 


| ‘ | 
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SSS INS FAN 
MEDICINAL USES OF ASEPSIN SOAP 
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variably 


WW 


and exhausted condition. Nutritive 
now the primary object treatment. 
LIQUID PEPTONOIDS here meets this important 
indication, and hastens convalescence reason 
any workon the enfeebleddi- 


LIQUID PEPTONOIDS ‘also palatable 


Are not these qual- 
| CHEMICAL CO. 4] 
| YONKERS, _ ities of the greatest moment In 


1} Send for a sample copy of 
‘The Doctor’s Factotum. 
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